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Make a difference 
with an Australia 
Awards Scholarship

Why study in Australia?
• Universities in Australia have a world-class reputation, with 

seven of these in the top 100 universities in the world

• Australia has a reputation as a friendly country that 
embraces multiculturalism

• While in Australia, scholars can network with Australians 
and other scholars from all over the world (there are over 
half a million international students at any one time in 
Australia)

• Scholars join the elite Australian Global Alumni network 
with members from around the globe

• On return to Bhutan, alumni can join the Bhutan Australia 
Alumni Association, a networking platform of Bhutanese 
alumni who have studied in Australia.

Australia and Bhutan 
Australians and the Australian Government view Bhutan as a 
friend and neighbour and want to support its development and 
sustain regional growth. Australia has been a development 
partner of Bhutan since the 1960s as part of international 
efforts to promote regional growth and development.

By working with partner governments to develop effective 
poverty reduction strategies, Australia contributes to growth 
and stability throughout the world. This is essential for 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Australia Awards outcomes 
Australia Awards in Bhutan aims to:

• develop capacity and leadership skills so that individuals 
can contribute to development in Bhutan

• build people-to-people linkages between Bhutan and 
Australia.

What can I study? 
Fields of study 

The priority fields of study for Australia Awards Scholarships 
are aligned to the development needs of Bhutan and may 
change each year. 

It is important to refer to the country specific information at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/bhutan-inf
ormation-for-intake.aspx and the Australia Awards - Bhutan 
website (www.australiaawardsbhutan.org) to check the 
priority fields of study for study commencing in 2020. 

Level of study 

Australia Awards Scholarships are available for Bhutanese 
people to study at the Masters, Diploma and Certificate levels. 
Applicants may apply for study programs by coursework, by 
research or by a combination of the two. The maximum 

duration allowed for a Masters degree is two years while 
Diploma or Certificate courses will be for a maximum of one 
year.

Who can apply? 

Opportunities for all 

Australia Awards Scholarships are offered on the basis of 
merit, transparency and equal access. We strongly encourage 
eligible women, people with disability and people working in 
remote parts of Bhutan to apply. 

Eligibility criteria 

Applicants must meet all general eligibility criteria detailed in the 
Australia Awards Scholarships Policy Handbook, available at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/australia-
awards-scholarships-policy-handbook.aspx. Besides 
meeting the general eligibility criteria, applicants must also 
meet country specific eligibility criteria, available at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Scholarship benefits 
Australia Awards Scholarships support recipients for the 
minimum period necessary to complete an academic program, 
including any preparatory training. Australia Awards 
Scholarships attract: 

• full tuition fees 

• return air travel 

• establishment allowance 

• contribution to living expenses 

• an Introductory Academic Program 

• Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) 

• visa expenses. 

Subject to requirements and eligibility, Australia Awards 
Scholarships also may cover: 

• supplementary academic support 

• fieldwork (for research purposes only) 

• reunion airfare (for unaccompanied scholars). 

Note: The Australian Government does not provide any 
financial or other support for the dependents of scholars. 
Scholars are responsible for their family members who 
accompany them to Australia.

Before you apply 

Research courses 

The Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for 
Overseas Students (CRICOS) has information on all courses 

offered to international students. The CRICOS website and 
individual institution websites can clarify: 

• if a course is available to international students 

• any other course-specific entry requirements of the 
institution 

• details of the course content 

• course-specific English language requirements 

• if institutions provide Recognition of Prior Learning credit.

Applicants should carefully check that they meet ALL entry 
requirements before nominating a course. 

Complete a language proficiency test 

English language proficiency is a mandatory requirement. 
Applications must include a certificate showing a satisfactory 
IELTS or TOEFL or PTE academic score. These test scores 
must be valid at 1 January 2020. If a satisfactory level of 
English proficiency is not achieved at the first attempt, make 
sure there is enough time to re-sit the examination prior to the 
closing date of the application period. 

IELTS testing in Bhutan is managed by the Royal Institute of 
Management and the Institute for Management Studies, both 
located in Thimphu. TOEFL testing is conducted by the Royal 
Civil Service Commission (RCSC). Please check with the 
respective organisations for information on test dates and 
registration processes.

Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is not 
available in Bhutan but valid test results of applicants who 
have sat the test outside Bhutan will be accepted. 

How to apply

Gathering and notarising documents 

A number of documents are required to complete an eligible 
application and it is important to collect them as early as 
possible. Many of these must be notarised. Refer to the 
required documents table in this brochure for details. 

Although scanned versions of documents are uploaded with 
applications, applicants invited for interview will need to 
produce original documents for verification. 

Application process 

Applications are made online at https://oasis.dfat.gov.au/. 
An OASIS Applicant User Guide is available on this website. 
Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications well 
before the closing date. OASIS experiences peak usage in the 
days leading up to the closing date and applicants may 
experience delays over this period.

An animated video on the application process can be found at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Selection process 

Eligibility checking 

After the application closing date, applications are checked 
for eligibility based on eligibility criteria and documentation 
requirements. 

Technical assessment 

If an application is eligible, it is assessed by independent 
consultants, ranked and forwarded to DFAT for 
consideration. 

Shortlisting 

Applicants are shortlisted by the Australian Government and 
the Royal Government of Bhutan. Applicants who have 
clearly identified the development outcomes they plan to 
contribute to on their return to Bhutan are viewed favourably 
in the shortlisting process. Only shortlisted applicants are 
invited to interview. 

Interview recommendation 

Shortlisted applicants are invited to a selection interview, 
which consists of a panel interview and a writing exercise. 

After the selection interviews, a list of recommended 
applicants is submitted to DFAT by the selection panel for its 
consideration. The number of applicants recommended 
depends on the quality of the candidates and the number of 
Australia Awards Scholarships offered by the Australian 
Government for a particular year. 

Scholarship offer 

A Scholarship is offered subject to a confirmed place at an 
institution and the Scholarship recipient meeting visa 
requirements to study in Australia.
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are aligned to the development needs of Bhutan and may 
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duration allowed for a Masters degree is two years while 
Diploma or Certificate courses will be for a maximum of one 
year.

Who can apply? 

Opportunities for all 

Australia Awards Scholarships are offered on the basis of 
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minimum period necessary to complete an academic program, 
including any preparatory training. Australia Awards 
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• full tuition fees 
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• establishment allowance 

• contribution to living expenses 
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Before you apply 

Research courses 

The Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for 
Overseas Students (CRICOS) has information on all courses 

Australia Awards 
Australia Awards offer emerging leaders the opportunity to 
undertake study, research and professional development 
with the support of the Australian Government. 

The opportunities provided by Australia Awards develop the 
skills, knowledge and networks of individuals to drive change 
and contribute to development in their own countries and 
regions while maintaining strong links to Australia.

Australia Awards Scholarships 
Australia Awards Scholarships are long term development 
Scholarships administered by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (DFAT). They aim to contribute to the long 
term development needs of Australia’s partner countries in 
line with bilateral and regional agreements. 

Australia Awards Scholarships for Bhutan provide 
opportunities for recipients to undertake full time study at 
participating Australian Universities and Technical and 
Further Education (TAFE) institutions. 

The study and research opportunities provided by Australia 
Awards Scholarships develop skills and knowledge of 
individuals to drive change and contribute to the 
development outcomes of Bhutan. 

The application process is open and competitive, providing 
equal opportunity to all eligible applicants, regardless of 
gender, ethnicity and disability.

Why apply for an Australia Awards 
Scholarship? 
An Australia Awards Scholarship will provide you with the 
opportunity to gain an internationally recognised qualification 
from an Australian institution. You will receive necessary 
support and funding to complete your study.

Your career will benefit from new knowledge, leadership 
skills and the links you create both in Australia and through 
the Australia Global Alumni network. On your return home 
you can make vital contributions to the socio-economic 
development of your country.

Do you want to be a leader in 
your field and make a difference 
in Bhutan? Australia Awards 
Scholarships offer you the best 
opportunity to gain a world class 
education and equip you to 
become an emerging leader for 
development with strong links to 
Australia.
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offered to international students. The CRICOS website and 
individual institution websites can clarify: 

• if a course is available to international students 

• any other course-specific entry requirements of the 
institution 

• details of the course content 

• course-specific English language requirements 

• if institutions provide Recognition of Prior Learning credit.

Applicants should carefully check that they meet ALL entry 
requirements before nominating a course. 

Complete a language proficiency test 

English language proficiency is a mandatory requirement. 
Applications must include a certificate showing a satisfactory 
IELTS or TOEFL or PTE academic score. These test scores 
must be valid at 1 January 2020. If a satisfactory level of 
English proficiency is not achieved at the first attempt, make 
sure there is enough time to re-sit the examination prior to the 
closing date of the application period. 

IELTS testing in Bhutan is managed by the Royal Institute of 
Management and the Institute for Management Studies, both 
located in Thimphu. TOEFL testing is conducted by the Royal 
Civil Service Commission (RCSC). Please check with the 
respective organisations for information on test dates and 
registration processes.

Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is not 
available in Bhutan but valid test results of applicants who 
have sat the test outside Bhutan will be accepted. 

How to apply

Gathering and notarising documents 

A number of documents are required to complete an eligible 
application and it is important to collect them as early as 
possible. Many of these must be notarised. Refer to the 
required documents table in this brochure for details. 

Although scanned versions of documents are uploaded with 
applications, applicants invited for interview will need to 
produce original documents for verification. 

Application process 

Applications are made online at https://oasis.dfat.gov.au/. 
An OASIS Applicant User Guide is available on this website. 
Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications well 
before the closing date. OASIS experiences peak usage in the 
days leading up to the closing date and applicants may 
experience delays over this period.

An animated video on the application process can be found at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Selection process 

Eligibility checking 

After the application closing date, applications are checked 
for eligibility based on eligibility criteria and documentation 
requirements. 

Technical assessment 

If an application is eligible, it is assessed by independent 
consultants, ranked and forwarded to DFAT for 
consideration. 

Shortlisting 

Applicants are shortlisted by the Australian Government and 
the Royal Government of Bhutan. Applicants who have 
clearly identified the development outcomes they plan to 
contribute to on their return to Bhutan are viewed favourably 
in the shortlisting process. Only shortlisted applicants are 
invited to interview. 

Interview recommendation 

Shortlisted applicants are invited to a selection interview, 
which consists of a panel interview and a writing exercise. 

After the selection interviews, a list of recommended 
applicants is submitted to DFAT by the selection panel for its 
consideration. The number of applicants recommended 
depends on the quality of the candidates and the number of 
Australia Awards Scholarships offered by the Australian 
Government for a particular year. 

Scholarship offer 

A Scholarship is offered subject to a confirmed place at an 
institution and the Scholarship recipient meeting visa 
requirements to study in Australia.
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and other scholars from all over the world (there are over 
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with members from around the globe
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Australians and the Australian Government view Bhutan as a 
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By working with partner governments to develop effective 
poverty reduction strategies, Australia contributes to growth 
and stability throughout the world. This is essential for 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Australia Awards outcomes 
Australia Awards in Bhutan aims to:

• develop capacity and leadership skills so that individuals 
can contribute to development in Bhutan

• build people-to-people linkages between Bhutan and 
Australia.

What can I study? 
Fields of study 

The priority fields of study for Australia Awards Scholarships 
are aligned to the development needs of Bhutan and may 
change each year. 

It is important to refer to the country specific information at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/bhutan-inf
ormation-for-intake.aspx and the Australia Awards - Bhutan 
website (www.australiaawardsbhutan.org) to check the 
priority fields of study for study commencing in 2020. 

Level of study 

Australia Awards Scholarships are available for Bhutanese 
people to study at the Masters, Diploma and Certificate levels. 
Applicants may apply for study programs by coursework, by 
research or by a combination of the two. The maximum 

duration allowed for a Masters degree is two years while 
Diploma or Certificate courses will be for a maximum of one 
year.

Who can apply? 

Opportunities for all 

Australia Awards Scholarships are offered on the basis of 
merit, transparency and equal access. We strongly encourage 
eligible women, people with disability and people working in 
remote parts of Bhutan to apply. 

Eligibility criteria 

Applicants must meet all general eligibility criteria detailed in the 
Australia Awards Scholarships Policy Handbook, available at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/australia-
awards-scholarships-policy-handbook.aspx. Besides 
meeting the general eligibility criteria, applicants must also 
meet country specific eligibility criteria, available at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Scholarship benefits 
Australia Awards Scholarships support recipients for the 
minimum period necessary to complete an academic program, 
including any preparatory training. Australia Awards 
Scholarships attract: 

• full tuition fees 

• return air travel 

• establishment allowance 

• contribution to living expenses 

• an Introductory Academic Program 

• Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) 

• visa expenses. 

Subject to requirements and eligibility, Australia Awards 
Scholarships also may cover: 

• supplementary academic support 

• fieldwork (for research purposes only) 

• reunion airfare (for unaccompanied scholars). 

Note: The Australian Government does not provide any 
financial or other support for the dependents of scholars. 
Scholars are responsible for their family members who 
accompany them to Australia.

Before you apply 

Research courses 

The Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for 
Overseas Students (CRICOS) has information on all courses 
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offered to international students. The CRICOS website and 
individual institution websites can clarify: 

• if a course is available to international students 

• any other course-specific entry requirements of the 
institution 

• details of the course content 

• course-specific English language requirements 

• if institutions provide Recognition of Prior Learning credit.

Applicants should carefully check that they meet ALL entry 
requirements before nominating a course. 

Complete a language proficiency test 

English language proficiency is a mandatory requirement. 
Applications must include a certificate showing a satisfactory 
IELTS or TOEFL or PTE academic score. These test scores 
must be valid at 1 January 2020. If a satisfactory level of 
English proficiency is not achieved at the first attempt, make 
sure there is enough time to re-sit the examination prior to the 
closing date of the application period. 

IELTS testing in Bhutan is managed by the Royal Institute of 
Management and the Institute for Management Studies, both 
located in Thimphu. TOEFL testing is conducted by the Royal 
Civil Service Commission (RCSC). Please check with the 
respective organisations for information on test dates and 
registration processes.

Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is not 
available in Bhutan but valid test results of applicants who 
have sat the test outside Bhutan will be accepted. 

How to apply

Gathering and notarising documents 

A number of documents are required to complete an eligible 
application and it is important to collect them as early as 
possible. Many of these must be notarised. Refer to the 
required documents table in this brochure for details. 

Although scanned versions of documents are uploaded with 
applications, applicants invited for interview will need to 
produce original documents for verification. 

Application process 

Applications are made online at https://oasis.dfat.gov.au/. 
An OASIS Applicant User Guide is available on this website. 
Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications well 
before the closing date. OASIS experiences peak usage in the 
days leading up to the closing date and applicants may 
experience delays over this period.

An animated video on the application process can be found at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Selection process 

Eligibility checking 

After the application closing date, applications are checked 
for eligibility based on eligibility criteria and documentation 
requirements. 

Technical assessment 

If an application is eligible, it is assessed by independent 
consultants, ranked and forwarded to DFAT for 
consideration. 

Shortlisting 

Applicants are shortlisted by the Australian Government and 
the Royal Government of Bhutan. Applicants who have 
clearly identified the development outcomes they plan to 
contribute to on their return to Bhutan are viewed favourably 
in the shortlisting process. Only shortlisted applicants are 
invited to interview. 

Interview recommendation 

Shortlisted applicants are invited to a selection interview, 
which consists of a panel interview and a writing exercise. 

After the selection interviews, a list of recommended 
applicants is submitted to DFAT by the selection panel for its 
consideration. The number of applicants recommended 
depends on the quality of the candidates and the number of 
Australia Awards Scholarships offered by the Australian 
Government for a particular year. 

Scholarship offer 

A Scholarship is offered subject to a confirmed place at an 
institution and the Scholarship recipient meeting visa 
requirements to study in Australia.



Why study in Australia?
• Universities in Australia have a world-class reputation, with 

seven of these in the top 100 universities in the world

• Australia has a reputation as a friendly country that 
embraces multiculturalism

• While in Australia, scholars can network with Australians 
and other scholars from all over the world (there are over 
half a million international students at any one time in 
Australia)

• Scholars join the elite Australian Global Alumni network 
with members from around the globe

• On return to Bhutan, alumni can join the Bhutan Australia 
Alumni Association, a networking platform of Bhutanese 
alumni who have studied in Australia.

Australia and Bhutan 
Australians and the Australian Government view Bhutan as a 
friend and neighbour and want to support its development and 
sustain regional growth. Australia has been a development 
partner of Bhutan since the 1960s as part of international 
efforts to promote regional growth and development.

By working with partner governments to develop effective 
poverty reduction strategies, Australia contributes to growth 
and stability throughout the world. This is essential for 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Australia Awards outcomes 
Australia Awards in Bhutan aims to:

• develop capacity and leadership skills so that individuals 
can contribute to development in Bhutan

• build people-to-people linkages between Bhutan and 
Australia.

What can I study? 
Fields of study 

The priority fields of study for Australia Awards Scholarships 
are aligned to the development needs of Bhutan and may 
change each year. 

It is important to refer to the country specific information at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/bhutan-inf
ormation-for-intake.aspx and the Australia Awards - Bhutan 
website (www.australiaawardsbhutan.org) to check the 
priority fields of study for study commencing in 2020. 

Level of study 

Australia Awards Scholarships are available for Bhutanese 
people to study at the Masters, Diploma and Certificate levels. 
Applicants may apply for study programs by coursework, by 
research or by a combination of the two. The maximum 

duration allowed for a Masters degree is two years while 
Diploma or Certificate courses will be for a maximum of one 
year.

Who can apply? 

Opportunities for all 

Australia Awards Scholarships are offered on the basis of 
merit, transparency and equal access. We strongly encourage 
eligible women, people with disability and people working in 
remote parts of Bhutan to apply. 

Eligibility criteria 

Applicants must meet all general eligibility criteria detailed in the 
Australia Awards Scholarships Policy Handbook, available at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/australia-
awards-scholarships-policy-handbook.aspx. Besides 
meeting the general eligibility criteria, applicants must also 
meet country specific eligibility criteria, available at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Scholarship benefits 
Australia Awards Scholarships support recipients for the 
minimum period necessary to complete an academic program, 
including any preparatory training. Australia Awards 
Scholarships attract: 

• full tuition fees 

• return air travel 

• establishment allowance 

• contribution to living expenses 

• an Introductory Academic Program 

• Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) 

• visa expenses. 

Subject to requirements and eligibility, Australia Awards 
Scholarships also may cover: 

• supplementary academic support 

• fieldwork (for research purposes only) 

• reunion airfare (for unaccompanied scholars). 

Note: The Australian Government does not provide any 
financial or other support for the dependents of scholars. 
Scholars are responsible for their family members who 
accompany them to Australia.

Before you apply 

Research courses 

The Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for 
Overseas Students (CRICOS) has information on all courses 

offered to international students. The CRICOS website and 
individual institution websites can clarify: 

• if a course is available to international students 

• any other course-specific entry requirements of the 
institution 

• details of the course content 

• course-specific English language requirements 

• if institutions provide Recognition of Prior Learning credit.

Applicants should carefully check that they meet ALL entry 
requirements before nominating a course. 

Complete a language proficiency test 

English language proficiency is a mandatory requirement. 
Applications must include a certificate showing a satisfactory 
IELTS or TOEFL or PTE academic score. These test scores 
must be valid at 1 January 2020. If a satisfactory level of 
English proficiency is not achieved at the first attempt, make 
sure there is enough time to re-sit the examination prior to the 
closing date of the application period. 

IELTS testing in Bhutan is managed by the Royal Institute of 
Management and the Institute for Management Studies, both 
located in Thimphu. TOEFL testing is conducted by the Royal 
Civil Service Commission (RCSC). Please check with the 
respective organisations for information on test dates and 
registration processes.

Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is not 
available in Bhutan but valid test results of applicants who 
have sat the test outside Bhutan will be accepted. 

How to apply

Gathering and notarising documents 

A number of documents are required to complete an eligible 
application and it is important to collect them as early as 
possible. Many of these must be notarised. Refer to the 
required documents table in this brochure for details. 

Although scanned versions of documents are uploaded with 
applications, applicants invited for interview will need to 
produce original documents for verification. 

Application process 

Applications are made online at https://oasis.dfat.gov.au/. 
An OASIS Applicant User Guide is available on this website. 
Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications well 
before the closing date. OASIS experiences peak usage in the 
days leading up to the closing date and applicants may 
experience delays over this period.

An animated video on the application process can be found at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Selection process 

Eligibility checking 

After the application closing date, applications are checked 
for eligibility based on eligibility criteria and documentation 
requirements. 

Technical assessment 

If an application is eligible, it is assessed by independent 
consultants, ranked and forwarded to DFAT for 
consideration. 

Shortlisting 

Applicants are shortlisted by the Australian Government and 
the Royal Government of Bhutan. Applicants who have 
clearly identified the development outcomes they plan to 
contribute to on their return to Bhutan are viewed favourably 
in the shortlisting process. Only shortlisted applicants are 
invited to interview. 

Interview recommendation 

Shortlisted applicants are invited to a selection interview, 
which consists of a panel interview and a writing exercise. 

After the selection interviews, a list of recommended 
applicants is submitted to DFAT by the selection panel for its 
consideration. The number of applicants recommended 
depends on the quality of the candidates and the number of 
Australia Awards Scholarships offered by the Australian 
Government for a particular year. 

Scholarship offer 

A Scholarship is offered subject to a confirmed place at an 
institution and the Scholarship recipient meeting visa 
requirements to study in Australia.
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Why study in Australia?
• Universities in Australia have a world-class reputation, with 

seven of these in the top 100 universities in the world

• Australia has a reputation as a friendly country that 
embraces multiculturalism

• While in Australia, scholars can network with Australians 
and other scholars from all over the world (there are over 
half a million international students at any one time in 
Australia)

• Scholars join the elite Australian Global Alumni network 
with members from around the globe

• On return to Bhutan, alumni can join the Bhutan Australia 
Alumni Association, a networking platform of Bhutanese 
alumni who have studied in Australia.

Australia and Bhutan 
Australians and the Australian Government view Bhutan as a 
friend and neighbour and want to support its development and 
sustain regional growth. Australia has been a development 
partner of Bhutan since the 1960s as part of international 
efforts to promote regional growth and development.

By working with partner governments to develop effective 
poverty reduction strategies, Australia contributes to growth 
and stability throughout the world. This is essential for 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Australia Awards outcomes 
Australia Awards in Bhutan aims to:

• develop capacity and leadership skills so that individuals 
can contribute to development in Bhutan

• build people-to-people linkages between Bhutan and 
Australia.

What can I study? 
Fields of study 

The priority fields of study for Australia Awards Scholarships 
are aligned to the development needs of Bhutan and may 
change each year. 

It is important to refer to the country specific information at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/bhutan-inf
ormation-for-intake.aspx and the Australia Awards - Bhutan 
website (www.australiaawardsbhutan.org) to check the 
priority fields of study for study commencing in 2020. 

Level of study 

Australia Awards Scholarships are available for Bhutanese 
people to study at the Masters, Diploma and Certificate levels. 
Applicants may apply for study programs by coursework, by 
research or by a combination of the two. The maximum 

duration allowed for a Masters degree is two years while 
Diploma or Certificate courses will be for a maximum of one 
year.

Who can apply? 

Opportunities for all 

Australia Awards Scholarships are offered on the basis of 
merit, transparency and equal access. We strongly encourage 
eligible women, people with disability and people working in 
remote parts of Bhutan to apply. 

Eligibility criteria 

Applicants must meet all general eligibility criteria detailed in the 
Australia Awards Scholarships Policy Handbook, available at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/australia-
awards-scholarships-policy-handbook.aspx. Besides 
meeting the general eligibility criteria, applicants must also 
meet country specific eligibility criteria, available at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Scholarship benefits 
Australia Awards Scholarships support recipients for the 
minimum period necessary to complete an academic program, 
including any preparatory training. Australia Awards 
Scholarships attract: 

• full tuition fees 

• return air travel 

• establishment allowance 

• contribution to living expenses 

• an Introductory Academic Program 

• Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) 

• visa expenses. 

Subject to requirements and eligibility, Australia Awards 
Scholarships also may cover: 

• supplementary academic support 

• fieldwork (for research purposes only) 

• reunion airfare (for unaccompanied scholars). 

Note: The Australian Government does not provide any 
financial or other support for the dependents of scholars. 
Scholars are responsible for their family members who 
accompany them to Australia.

Before you apply 

Research courses 

The Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for 
Overseas Students (CRICOS) has information on all courses 

offered to international students. The CRICOS website and 
individual institution websites can clarify: 

• if a course is available to international students 

• any other course-specific entry requirements of the 
institution 

• details of the course content 

• course-specific English language requirements 

• if institutions provide Recognition of Prior Learning credit.

Applicants should carefully check that they meet ALL entry 
requirements before nominating a course. 

Complete a language proficiency test 

English language proficiency is a mandatory requirement. 
Applications must include a certificate showing a satisfactory 
IELTS or TOEFL or PTE academic score. These test scores 
must be valid at 1 January 2020. If a satisfactory level of 
English proficiency is not achieved at the first attempt, make 
sure there is enough time to re-sit the examination prior to the 
closing date of the application period. 

IELTS testing in Bhutan is managed by the Royal Institute of 
Management and the Institute for Management Studies, both 
located in Thimphu. TOEFL testing is conducted by the Royal 
Civil Service Commission (RCSC). Please check with the 
respective organisations for information on test dates and 
registration processes.

Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is not 
available in Bhutan but valid test results of applicants who 
have sat the test outside Bhutan will be accepted. 

How to apply

Gathering and notarising documents 

A number of documents are required to complete an eligible 
application and it is important to collect them as early as 
possible. Many of these must be notarised. Refer to the 
required documents table in this brochure for details. 

Although scanned versions of documents are uploaded with 
applications, applicants invited for interview will need to 
produce original documents for verification. 

Application process 

Applications are made online at https://oasis.dfat.gov.au/. 
An OASIS Applicant User Guide is available on this website. 
Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications well 
before the closing date. OASIS experiences peak usage in the 
days leading up to the closing date and applicants may 
experience delays over this period.

An animated video on the application process can be found at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Selection process 

Eligibility checking 

After the application closing date, applications are checked 
for eligibility based on eligibility criteria and documentation 
requirements. 

Technical assessment 

If an application is eligible, it is assessed by independent 
consultants, ranked and forwarded to DFAT for 
consideration. 

Shortlisting 

Applicants are shortlisted by the Australian Government and 
the Royal Government of Bhutan. Applicants who have 
clearly identified the development outcomes they plan to 
contribute to on their return to Bhutan are viewed favourably 
in the shortlisting process. Only shortlisted applicants are 
invited to interview. 

Interview recommendation 

Shortlisted applicants are invited to a selection interview, 
which consists of a panel interview and a writing exercise. 

After the selection interviews, a list of recommended 
applicants is submitted to DFAT by the selection panel for its 
consideration. The number of applicants recommended 
depends on the quality of the candidates and the number of 
Australia Awards Scholarships offered by the Australian 
Government for a particular year. 

Scholarship offer 

A Scholarship is offered subject to a confirmed place at an 
institution and the Scholarship recipient meeting visa 
requirements to study in Australia.
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Required document OASIS document type Certified

Ordinary passport Proof of citizenship Yes

Birth certificate Proof of citizenship Yes

Citizenship identity card Proof of citizenship Yes

Degree certificate and Post Graduate Diploma certificate (if applicable) for 
Masters applicants

Degree certificate Yes

Degree and PG Diploma transcripts/marksheets* for Masters applicants Academic transcripts Yes

Year 12 certificate for Diploma/Certificate applicants Degree certificate Yes

Year 12 transcripts/marksheets for Diploma/Certificate applicants Academic transcripts Yes

IELTS or TOEFL or PTE certificate (valid at 1 January 2020) Proof of English language 
proficiency

Yes

Certificates of special achievement or merit (if any) Other document Yes

Evidence of previous scholarships (if any) Other document No

Nomination letter from employer** Employer or nominating 
authority statement

No

Additional nomination letter from the Dept. of Employment and Human 
Resources (for applicants under the purview of MoLHR)**

Employer or nominating 
authority statement

No

Development Impact Plan** Other document No

Curriculum Vitae (CV)** Curriculum Vitae No

Recent passport-size photo Other document No

Two referee reports (one professional, one academic using the same template)** Referee report No

Applicants for Masters by research

Three referee reports (one professional, two academic using the same 
template)**

Referee report No

Research proposal (inclusive of a proposed methodology, timeline and a brief 
literature review)**

Other document No

Evidence (letter or email communication) that the applicant has received in-
principle support for their research topic from a potential supervisor.

Other document No

* Applicants should submit both consolidated and year-wide or semester-wide transcripts.

** Templates are available at: www.australiaawardsbhutan.org

Required documents

Note: Experience shows that it takes time for supervisors to complete referee reports. Approach your supervisors as soon as 
possible to obtain up-to-date referee reports. References should come from employers, senior colleagues or academics familiar 
with the applicant’s academic, professional skills and achievements. Referee reports from family members or spouses are not 
acceptable. Referee reports in formats other than the prescribed template will not be accepted.



Why study in Australia?
• Universities in Australia have a world-class reputation, with 

seven of these in the top 100 universities in the world

• Australia has a reputation as a friendly country that 
embraces multiculturalism

• While in Australia, scholars can network with Australians 
and other scholars from all over the world (there are over 
half a million international students at any one time in 
Australia)

• Scholars join the elite Australian Global Alumni network 
with members from around the globe

• On return to Bhutan, alumni can join the Bhutan Australia 
Alumni Association, a networking platform of Bhutanese 
alumni who have studied in Australia.

Australia and Bhutan 
Australians and the Australian Government view Bhutan as a 
friend and neighbour and want to support its development and 
sustain regional growth. Australia has been a development 
partner of Bhutan since the 1960s as part of international 
efforts to promote regional growth and development.

By working with partner governments to develop effective 
poverty reduction strategies, Australia contributes to growth 
and stability throughout the world. This is essential for 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Australia Awards outcomes 
Australia Awards in Bhutan aims to:

• develop capacity and leadership skills so that individuals 
can contribute to development in Bhutan

• build people-to-people linkages between Bhutan and 
Australia.

What can I study? 
Fields of study 

The priority fields of study for Australia Awards Scholarships 
are aligned to the development needs of Bhutan and may 
change each year. 

It is important to refer to the country specific information at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/bhutan-inf
ormation-for-intake.aspx and the Australia Awards - Bhutan 
website (www.australiaawardsbhutan.org) to check the 
priority fields of study for study commencing in 2020. 

Level of study 

Australia Awards Scholarships are available for Bhutanese 
people to study at the Masters, Diploma and Certificate levels. 
Applicants may apply for study programs by coursework, by 
research or by a combination of the two. The maximum 

duration allowed for a Masters degree is two years while 
Diploma or Certificate courses will be for a maximum of one 
year.

Who can apply? 

Opportunities for all 

Australia Awards Scholarships are offered on the basis of 
merit, transparency and equal access. We strongly encourage 
eligible women, people with disability and people working in 
remote parts of Bhutan to apply. 

Eligibility criteria 

Applicants must meet all general eligibility criteria detailed in the 
Australia Awards Scholarships Policy Handbook, available at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/australia-
awards-scholarships-policy-handbook.aspx. Besides 
meeting the general eligibility criteria, applicants must also 
meet country specific eligibility criteria, available at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Scholarship benefits 
Australia Awards Scholarships support recipients for the 
minimum period necessary to complete an academic program, 
including any preparatory training. Australia Awards 
Scholarships attract: 

• full tuition fees 

• return air travel 

• establishment allowance 

• contribution to living expenses 

• an Introductory Academic Program 

• Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) 

• visa expenses. 

Subject to requirements and eligibility, Australia Awards 
Scholarships also may cover: 

• supplementary academic support 

• fieldwork (for research purposes only) 

• reunion airfare (for unaccompanied scholars). 

Note: The Australian Government does not provide any 
financial or other support for the dependents of scholars. 
Scholars are responsible for their family members who 
accompany them to Australia.

Before you apply 

Research courses 

The Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for 
Overseas Students (CRICOS) has information on all courses 

offered to international students. The CRICOS website and 
individual institution websites can clarify: 

• if a course is available to international students 

• any other course-specific entry requirements of the 
institution 

• details of the course content 

• course-specific English language requirements 

• if institutions provide Recognition of Prior Learning credit.

Applicants should carefully check that they meet ALL entry 
requirements before nominating a course. 

Complete a language proficiency test 

English language proficiency is a mandatory requirement. 
Applications must include a certificate showing a satisfactory 
IELTS or TOEFL or PTE academic score. These test scores 
must be valid at 1 January 2020. If a satisfactory level of 
English proficiency is not achieved at the first attempt, make 
sure there is enough time to re-sit the examination prior to the 
closing date of the application period. 

IELTS testing in Bhutan is managed by the Royal Institute of 
Management and the Institute for Management Studies, both 
located in Thimphu. TOEFL testing is conducted by the Royal 
Civil Service Commission (RCSC). Please check with the 
respective organisations for information on test dates and 
registration processes.

Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is not 
available in Bhutan but valid test results of applicants who 
have sat the test outside Bhutan will be accepted. 

How to apply

Gathering and notarising documents 

A number of documents are required to complete an eligible 
application and it is important to collect them as early as 
possible. Many of these must be notarised. Refer to the 
required documents table in this brochure for details. 

Although scanned versions of documents are uploaded with 
applications, applicants invited for interview will need to 
produce original documents for verification. 

Application process 

Applications are made online at https://oasis.dfat.gov.au/. 
An OASIS Applicant User Guide is available on this website. 
Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications well 
before the closing date. OASIS experiences peak usage in the 
days leading up to the closing date and applicants may 
experience delays over this period.

An animated video on the application process can be found at 
www.australiaawardsbhutan.org.

Selection process 

Eligibility checking 

After the application closing date, applications are checked 
for eligibility based on eligibility criteria and documentation 
requirements. 

Technical assessment 

If an application is eligible, it is assessed by independent 
consultants, ranked and forwarded to DFAT for 
consideration. 

Shortlisting 

Applicants are shortlisted by the Australian Government and 
the Royal Government of Bhutan. Applicants who have 
clearly identified the development outcomes they plan to 
contribute to on their return to Bhutan are viewed favourably 
in the shortlisting process. Only shortlisted applicants are 
invited to interview. 

Interview recommendation 

Shortlisted applicants are invited to a selection interview, 
which consists of a panel interview and a writing exercise. 

After the selection interviews, a list of recommended 
applicants is submitted to DFAT by the selection panel for its 
consideration. The number of applicants recommended 
depends on the quality of the candidates and the number of 
Australia Awards Scholarships offered by the Australian 
Government for a particular year. 

Scholarship offer 

A Scholarship is offered subject to a confirmed place at an 
institution and the Scholarship recipient meeting visa 
requirements to study in Australia.
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Australia Awards Scholarships conditions 

Applicants who are offered an Australia Awards Scholarship are 
required to sign a statement declaring that they will comply with 
the Scholarship conditions, including: 

• recipients must commence their courses in the year in which 
for which they are offered, and they cannot be deferred 

• recipients must be enrolled on a full-time basis and make 
satisfactory academic progress 

• all visa conditions and university requirements must be 
satisfied 

• recipients must leave Australia and return to Bhutan for a 
minimum of two years at the completion of their Scholarship 

• the Scholarship does not provide funds to support 
accompanying dependents/family members 

• recipients are not permitted to hold any other Australian 
Government-sponsored Scholarship for the duration of the 
Scholarship 

• recipients must fully cooperate with the monitoring and 
evaluation of the Scholarships by Australia Awards, including 
participation in activities such as surveys, alumni profiling and 
tracer studies, both during their stay in Australia and on return 
to Bhutan. 

Recipients who do not honour these conditions will be required 
to leave Australia and may be required to repay the value of the 
Scholarship.

Further information 
Further information about Australia Awards can be found at 
https://dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/australia-awards/Page
s/australia-awards-scholarships.aspx

Australia Awards Scholarship entitlements and conditions can 
be found in the Scholarships Policy Handbook, available at 
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/australia-a
wards-scholarships-policy-handbook.aspx

Other useful websites: 
• https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au
• http://cricos.education.gov.au 
• https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au (information about 

Australian visas)

Contact details
Australia Awards - Bhutan
Karsang Building No. 4, Room 204
Chorten Lam, Thimphu 11001, Bhutan
Telephone: +975-2-331845
Fax: +975-2-334793
Mobile: +975-17127450/17127451
Email: inquiries@australiaawardsbhutan.org 
Website: www.australiaawardsbhutan.org

Australia Awards – Bhutan

Selection criteria 
Complete and eligible applications are assessed 
and ranked based on the applicant's professional 
and personal qualities and most importantly, on the 
applicant's potential to contribute to development in 
Bhutan.

Social inclusion 

The Australian Government values contributions from 
all people. It seeks equity and broad participation by all 
groups in society. This includes women, people with 
disability and people from traditionally-marginalised 
groups. 

The selection process for the Australia Awards 
Scholarships takes account of barriers to participation 
faced by applicants from under-represented groups to 
improve their competitiveness. 

Applicants who have not had opportunities in the past 
to study outside of Bhutan will be given preference over 
those who have already had that opportunity. 

At least 50% of Scholarships will be offered to female 
applicants. School aged children can access free public 
education in Australia and childcare facilities are available 
(on a payment basis) if required.

Disability support 

Reasonable disability support (academic and 
non-academic) is provided to recipients with disability 
based on a ‘needs’ assessment. The objective is to 
allow their participation is made possible on an equal 
basis to other Scholarship recipients. Academic 
support may comprise of reasonable adjustments 
to support academic endeavours such as access 
to and training in the use of assistive technology 
and/or additional academic assistance. Reasonable 
non-academic support may comprise of full-time or 
part-time carers and equipment such as wheelchairs or 
specialised computer hardware. Australian institutions 
are very experienced in providing disability support. 
Applicants with disability are encouraged to notify the 
Australia Awards office in Bhutan of any disability and 
pre-existing medical conditions as early as possible, 
preferably at the application stage. Declaration of a 
disability will not negatively affect the assessment of an 
applicant’s eligibility or placement and will enable the 
Australia Awards office to consider appropriate support 
throughout the selection process. 

Further information is available in the Scholarships Policy 
Handbook here: 

https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/aus
tralia-awards-scholarships-policy-handbook.aspx.


